23 September 2024

Councillor Mark Valladares
Chair
Creeting St Peter Parish Council

Dear Councillor Valladares
RIVER GIPPING TRUST — FOOTPATH IMPROVEMENT

We are seeking your support to enable the River Gipping Trust to continue further riverside
footpath improvement work in Creeting St Peter and to ask if the Parish Council would consider
making a donation to the River Gipping Trust which would enable us to regularly maintain and
improve the footpath alongside the River Gipping.

Suffolk County Council Rights of Way cut the grass along the riverside path three times per
year, but this is not sufficient to keep the path open for general public walking during the summer
months. Our experience of the path between St Mary’s Road and Badley is that it needs to be
cut at least every four weeks and ideally every three weeks during the growing season.

Last year (2023) Trust volunteers attempted to keep this path open but found the overgrowth
too much and by July had to abandon our efforts after a six-week cutting gap. This year, with
more volunteers and more equipment, despite the wet weather and abnormal vegetation
growth, we have kept to a four-week cut (weather dependent) and have, in our opinion,
succeeded in keeping the path open to walkers all the way to Badley. It has been our aim to
maintain it so that walkers are able to enjoy the path without being stung by nettles or attacked
by brambles. We are getting great feedback from local residents in your Parish, with nearly
1,900 likes and 250 positive comments posted specifically on the work done between St Mary’s
Road and Badley (4,500+ and 500+ Bramford to Badley - see attached FaceBook comments
and likes received).

We are working on a plan to create a decent riverside footpath from Ipswich to Stowmarket
within the next five years. We have used existing funds this year, now we are looking for funding
for next year so we can continue this work and expand our work further towards Stowmarket
with our aim to keep the path well maintained up to the Gateway 14 / Muntons access path,
which we have already started on now the replacement footbridge has been installed.

To do more footpath work improvements will require more equipment and additional funds to
maintain, insure and fuel them and our current equipment. Our insurance cost alone (including
£10m public liability insurance) is over £1,000 a year and our lawn mower fuel cost is around
£50 per month and rising.
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There clearly is still much more path improvement work to do along St Mary’s Road to Badley
footpath. We are working on plans to further enhance the walkers’ experience and to restrict the
growth of the non-native Himalayan Balsam which is now widespread in places in your Parish
and Creeting St Mary. It is out-competing native plants and when it dies back in winter results
in erosion of the riverbanks.

The Trust relies solely on its volunteers and as such we cannot make a ‘contractual’ commitment
to improve the path or to keep the path open, and therefore ask your consideration for a donation
for the work we have completed, which will be used to further our work in your Parish during
2025.

Attached are photographs showing the work we have done this year to demonstrate the
improvements made and what can be achieved with regular maintenance carried out by the
River Gipping Trust.

The scope of the Trust’s work to maintain the River Gipping footpaths is dependent on financial
donations and your support would greatly assist our further footpath improvement work at
Creeting St Peter and help us achieve our objective of maintaining a decent usable path
between Ipswich and Stowmarket for the benefit of the local community.

If you would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely

oo Neoast

Signed on behalf of:

Dr John Warren lan Petchey
Chair Restoration Manager
chairman@rivergippingtrust.org.uk Restoration@rivergippingtrust.org.uk

cC: pc.creetingstpeter@gmail.com
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